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National Primate Research Centers

A NATIONAL RESOURCEA NATIONAL RESOURCE

The NPRCs are supported by the National 
Institutes of Health to develop solutions for 
health issues by studying nonhuman primates. 
The centers provide expertise, specialized 
facilities, equipment and animals to researchers.

SEVEN CENTERS, ONE NETWORKSEVEN CENTERS, ONE NETWORK

The National Primate Centers are an integral 
part of their host academic institutions located 
across the U.S.A.

QUALITY RESEARCH STARTS WITH 
QUALITY ANIMAL CARE...

The centers educate new generations of 
scientists, physicians, veterinarians, teachers, 
students and others about research goals, 
progress and compassionate animal care. 
Education and outreach is a key goal: public 
support is critically important to the NPRCs’ 
mission to address medical challenges that face 
us today and will continue to arise in the future.

The National Primate Research Centers are 
a network of seven centers that support the 
scientific curiosity and creativity that make 
breakthroughs in human health possible. Scientists 
and collaborators from around the world work 
together to advance our knowledge of diseases 
and disorders, from Alzheimer’s to Zika, to make 
better treatments possible.



On a mission to improve 
human health, Congress 
passed legislation creating 
the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) Regional 
Primate Research Centers 
program to provide scientists 
with specialized resources 
to conduct research with 
nonhuman primates.

The regional centers 
continued to 
demonstrate the 
value of nonhuman 
primate research 
through their work 
that ranged from 
fighting AIDS to 
developing in vitro 
fertilization.

Emerging health concerns 
and aging populations led to 
new areas of study, all while 
the centers expanded their 
infectious disease research. 
They also began using 
pluripotent stem cells, which 
NPRC researchers pioneered, to 
advance treatments for many 
human diseases.

The NIH designated the 
centers as National Primate 
Research Centers in 
recognition of their impact 
on research programs 
throughout the US and the 
world. Research successes  
included revealing the effects 
of nicotine on pregnancy and 
advancing treatments for HIV.

The centers focused 
on building breeding 
colonies of nonhuman 
primates to support 
health-related 
research, including 
behavioral biology, 
reproductive biology 
and respiratory 
diseases.
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For more than 60 years, the NPRCs have been helping people and animals live longer, healthier lives

NPRC research contributed 
to COVID-19 vaccine 
development. Alzheimer’s 
disease research increased. 
Stem cell and gene therapies 
advanced treatments 
for Parkinson’s disease, 
pregnancy disorders, lung, 
kidney, heart and other 
diseases, and vision loss.

2020s

International public health 
crises like Zika virus and other 
emerging infectious diseases, 
along with increased interest 
in age-related, mental health, 
and neurodegenerative 
diseases provided new 
opportunities for the NPRCs to 
advance our understanding of 
these conditions.
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